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WORLDWIDE AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


KOREAN,SAUDI NEWS AGREEMENT--Riyadh, Feb 3 (YONHAP)--The Saudi press agency (SPA) 
and South Korea's YONHAP News Agency concluded a bilateral news exchange 
agreement here Wednesday. The accord was signed at the official Saudi agency's 
head office by YONHAP's president-publisher Kim Song-chin and SPA director- 


general Abdullah Hilail. South Korean Ambassador Chang Ye-chun flew here fror 
Jeddah for the ceremony. In his brief remarks, the head of the Korean News Agency 


Said he was convinced that the accord would pave the way for greater friendship 
and brisk cultural exchanges between South Korea and Saudi Arabia. Mr. Hilail 
echoed Mr. Kim's view, and said he was looking forward to a fruitful exchange 
of information between the Korean News Agency and his agency. The heads of 

he two agencies agreed to further study various options available, in order 

) expand such exchanges between South Korea and the Arab Gulf region. [Text} 


| r 


— 
(SKO40124 Seoul YONHAP in English 0119 GMT 4 Feb 82] 


RADIO, TV JAMMING DISCUSSED--Israel anc Egypt will this week make an effort to over- 
come mutual jamming of radio and television broadcasts. An Egyptian delegation of 
experts arrived in Israel this morning and will stay here 1 week. They will work 
with an Israeli delegation headed by the director of the engineering services at 


the communications ministry, Ya'aqov Ziv, to reduce jamming. [Text] [TA241223 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1200 GMT 24 Jan 82) 


SFRY-MOROCCAN INFORMATION AGREEMENT--Rabat, 4 Feb (MAP)--A cooperation agreement 
in the field of information was concluded here Wednesday between Morocco and 
Yugoslavia. The agreement was signed, on the Moroccan aide, by Mr Driss Basri, 
minister of interior and acting minister of information, and on the Yugoslav 
side bv visiting minister of information, Mr Ismail Bajra. The two parties ex- 
pressed satisfaction at the signing of this agreement which they said will 
strengthen relations between the two countries. The agreement foresees the 
consolidation of relations between the two countries in the field of information 
and mainly cooperation between the press agencies TANJUG and MAP. Under this 
agreement, the two parties will favor cooperation between journalists’ associce- 
tions as well as between the two countries’ institutes of journalism. This 
ooperation will also cover the field of radio, television and cinema. [Text ] 
[LD041346 Rabat MAP in English 1232 GMT & Feb 82] 


CSO: 5500/210] 














INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 


INDIA, SRI LANKA TO BE LINKED BY MICRO. .E 
Colombo SUN in English 2 Jan 82 pl 


[Text] Delays in overseas telephone calls will be eliminated this month with the 
establishment of a new micro-wave link between India and Sri Lanka which will 
couple the country's telecommunication service to the proposed submarine cable 
girdling the globe. 


Test communications in the micro-wave link are now underway and it is expected 
to come into operation by mid-January, as official from the Overseas Teiecom 
munication Services (OTS) said yesterday. 


The micro-wave link, the official explained will be connected to the newly estab- 
lished Madras-Penang Indian Ocean Commonwealth submarine cable system. 


Sri Lanka owns 24 circuits in this 480 channel cable which is a joint venture 
with the seven Commonwealth administrations of Malaysia, Singapore, Canada, 
India, Australia, Britain and Sri Lanka. 


This is the first alternative overseas link that the Government has entered into 
since the establishment of the Padukka Earth Station. 


Sri Lanka's contribution to the cable was 20 million rupees. 


fficials said that taose with the International Subscribers’ dialing facili 
ties will be able to obtain calls without any delays, because the aumber of 
circuits has been increased. This increases the capacity for the number of calls 
at a given time. 


Oo 


rr 
‘ 


Lanka's relations with these six countries would be further strengthened by the 
telecommunications link, the officials added. 


The next link in the international submarine cable will be with the United Arab 


Emirates. 
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ELECOMMUNZICAT ONS 


Telecom will «sk the Federal Government to step up 
moves to give private industry a share of the tele- 
communications network, because of the industrzal 


strength of one union. 


The request is part of an attempt to reduce the power 
of the Australian Telecommunications Employees Union, 
which Telecom believes has too much muscie when the 
communications network is controlied by one employer. 


The union's monopoly on sec- 
tions of the industry in recent 
years has put great pressure 
on Telecom and the Federal 
Government to cave in to 
union demands, by applying 
bans on business services. 


Telecom is one of fe agp 
biggest ec'erprsses w ann 
earcungs of more than $2300 mil- 
hon and a staff of more than 
OO 

Telecom's 
private 
wil be 


‘for more 
avelverment 
to Wwe 


reques* 
enterpnrse 
MS sudDmussios 


Government's inquiry, which wil. 


}ooK at the involvement of private 
industry in telecommunicauons. 


Telecom is a190 expected to 


propose thet it should be allowed 


fo compete freely for the 


provi-" 
mon of any new services 


Mr Savith said that Telecom 
wanted 


Telecom is guaranteed about a 
third of the market and al! the 
maintenance work, which is worth 
about anowser $30 million. 

“The satellite authority should 
be abie to provide a completely 
separate linc from Telecom. The 
continuing disruption by t 
ATEA 's 30 severe that they Cou 
tomers) should be given a totally 
olan nis if wish.” Mr 

eer er 


He 
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FIRST DOMESTIC SATELLITE NETWORK DIRECTORS NAMED 


Media 


Interests Prominent 


~anberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 18 Nov 81 p 23 


[Article by Ted Knez! 


THE Federal Govern- 
ment vesterd:y took a major 
siep toward establishing 
Australia’s first domestic 

tellite network when it 
named the directors of the 


operating company 


The newspaper and publish- 
ing industry ts well represen- 
ted. providing three of the 12 
directors on the boara of 
AUSSAT Pty Lia 

Among them are News Lim- 
ited chairman. Mr Richard 
Searby. QC. the assistant gen- 
era. manager of John Fairtas 
Lid. Mr Tom Farrell. and a d!- 
rector of Australian Conso|!- 
dated Press. Mr Robert Gra- 
ham 

One of the new board's first 
tasks will De to evaluate ten- 
ders for the space segment - 
an operational satelite. a 
stand-by and a spare — of the 
communications system 

The Minister for Communi- 
cations. Mr Sinciair in nam- 
ing the directors, said they 
represented che ‘required 


blend of experience and inter- 
ests. combined with a strong 
commercial orientation °. 

Mr Sinclair announced the 
name of the chairman. Mr 
E.3. Owens. seve al weeks ago 
ana he his been advised that 
the first meeting of the board 
would take piace soon. 

“The board has been se- 
lected to include a cross-sec- 
tion of the principal potential 
users of the satellite system so 
as <© ensure that in the ap- 
praisal of the Australian do- 
mestic satellite it can be satis- 
factorily established that it 
will meet the needs of the 
Austr-lian community.” Mr 
Sinclair said. 

The other board members 


are 

@ DEPUTY chairman. Dr 
Donald Browri, of Sydney. for- 
merly deputy general man- 
ager of CSR and a retired 
director of that company 

@ MR Harold Cottee. of Syd- 
mey. & camumissioner of the 
Overseas Teliecomununica- 


tions Comumission (Australia) 
@ MR John D Arcy. of Brisba- 
ne, financi”! director. Queens- 
land Press Ltd. 


@™MR John Gleeson, of 
Towmsvule, chairman and 
managing director. Telecas- 
ters North Queensland Lid 

@ PROFESSOR Morris 
Gunn. of Brisbane Dean of 
the Faculty of Engineering. 
University of Queensiand 
@MR Dennis Horgan. of 
Perth. chairman of Metro In- 
Gustries 


@ MR Hugh Payne. of Can- 
berra. Deputy Secretary. De- 
partment of Communications 
anc a ioner of 
OTCIA). Mr Payne replaces 
the Secretary of the Depar.- 
ment of Communications, Mr 
RB. Lansdown. who was ap- 
pointed vo the board for the 
purpose of obtaining the in- 
ae of AUSSAT Pty 


@ MR Rory Treweeke. of New 
Angileaooil. near Walgett. fed- 
eral president. Isolated Chil- 
dren's Parents Assoc. 


@ MR Richard Weisener. of 
Sydney joint Managing direc- 
tor, Aviation Developments 
Pty Lid 
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Federal Opposition Objection 


by Ted Knez] 


THE Federal Opposition 
objected yesterday to the 
memberstup of the board of 
the new domestuc Satelite 
company, Claiming it was 
Gomumated by media inter- 


eSis. 

The Labor spokesman on 
cosmumurocations. Senator But- 
ton. sad the ABC had oeen 
exciuded from the board even 


though it would be a major 
Satélite user 
Be said Telecom too had 


been left cut. thereby failing 
to draw effectively on the 
“Diggest sing’e techmica re- 
source in teiecommunications 

The Minister for Communi- 
caueons. Mr Sinclair. an- 
ssoamiced the names of the 12 
G:rectors of AUSSAT Pty Lid 
on Tuesday. Saying they 
represented te required 
biend of experience and inter- 
ests. combined with a strong 
comumercial omentation™ 

But Senator Button claimed 
the eppointiments raisec the 
issues of 
@ “Conflict of interest . Media 
companies would be users of 
the satellite. They should not 
be allowed ‘© ‘“Cictate” the 
termg on which they would use 
i. oF worse. how competitors 


would get access 


THE AUSTRALIAN in English 19 Nov 8l p 4 


@ Questions about the safe- 
guarding of a large invest- 
ment of govermment funds. 
the spending of which would 
be in the hancs of a group 
with interests which “might 
not coincide” with those of th 
pubdisc. 

He said Mr Sinclairs “will- 
.gness 10 accept the wishes o! 
Lhe media comparues Nas Dee 
amply Gemonstratied in th 
way he arranged amendments 
to the Broadcasting and Te!- 
evision Act 


With these sz ppcintments. 
people are entitled to believe 
that Mr Sinclair is a prisoner 
of these powerful groups.” 
Senator Button said 

That applies especiaily to 
those living In areas served Dy 
regional television stations 


His preference for big city 
media companies wil underst- 
ancabiy concern the operators 
of country stations. bringing 
as it does the threat of domi- 
mance of the airwaves by city 
Stations and  city-~oriented 
programmes. 

In this context both country 

mad city comsumers should 
note the exclusion of the ABC 
from the board 

He said the ABC would bea 
dig user of the satellite. partly 
to better serve country peopie 


; 
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Text | The WA Government 
wants a federa] licensir 
system for the oro 
Australian cormmmunica- 
tions satellite to ensure 
that the State's interests 
are safeguarded. 


The Premier, Sir 
Charles Court, sald that 
though the Aussat or 
ganisation would be 51 
per cent Commonwealth- 
owned, the WA Gover 
ment still saw the need 


Aussat will contrri the 
satelite’s operations, 


Sir Charlies said he be 
leved that the Over- 
seas Telecommunications 
Commission, which was 
responsible for Aussat, 
was conscious of WAs 
-ce>rn., 


WA had expressed fears 

that the satellite could 
endanger te evision sta- 
tons in the State and 
that WA could he 
swamped bv Eastern 
States networks 


He was satisMed that 
the OTC Aad taken action 
to ensure that the WA 
beam from the satellite 
vould Oe separate and 
nderendent 


There had been reser 
vathems about the pro 
posed satellite's orbit. Dut 
a ‘atisfactory explana. 
tion nad been given 


ry 
Al 
v 
; 
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STUDY OF SATELLITE COMMUNICATION SYSTEM CRITICIZED 


Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 13 Nov 81 p 47 


Telecom’s study of a domestic satellite- 
communication system for Australia has been 
too narrow, says the chairman of the Over- 
seas Telecommunications Comansanton, Mr R. 


D. Semervaille. 


It had erred in ignoring 
the wider natio appli 
cations of satellite com- 
munication, he said in 
Perth yesterday. 


Telecom, which had an 
extensive round tele 
communications net- 
work, found that the sa- 
telite woukd not be pro 
fitadie. 


Mr Somervaille is a 
former chairman of Tele 
com, 


He said that the system, 
to be operating by 1935, 
— be used for a 
whole range of public 
and commercia)] telecom- 
munication purposes. 


They ranged from 
School of the Air, radio 
and television transmis. 
sion to extensive busi. 
ps oe yo ae as tele- 
phone, telex compu- 
terised information. 


It would provide exten- 
sive direct office-to-office 
communications facilites. 


The news media and 
banks would be major 
users. . 


Commercial use was es 
sential to the viability of 


the system, Mr Somerv- 


aille said. 
The satelite tem 
was vital for the future 


of communications in 
Australia. 


OBJECTIVE 


The fundamental objec- 
tive was to take televi- 
sion and radio to remote 
parts of Austrelia now 
out of reach through the 
Telecom network. 


Mr Somervaille said 
that the _§ satellite a 
rangement should 


considered as 
mentary to the comple 
ed network. 

Telecom was already us 
ing — OTC facilities 
and the Intelsat system 
for interstate transmis 


sions. 
The domestic satellite 
would release 
of the Telecom net 


en een pramnner. 


. It ts to 
that business will wan 
to use it. 


“It is wrong to suggest 
that the system is bein 
installed for big bust 
ness. To prevent this oc- 
curring, t Government 
would retain 51 per cent 
of the ownership of the 
operating company. 

“The private-enterprise 
ingredient will ensure 
that the operation is run 
in a commercial mode.” 


The national communi- 
cations satellite system 
to cost about $285 million 
wil be operating 
ee ground stations 
in 1985. 


® 


OTC is the interim own- 

er and manager. Aussat 
Pty Ltd was established 
by the Federal Govern- 
ment this month as the 
permanent owner 
manager. 

It is currently 100 per 
cent owned by the Com- 
monwealth but the meth: 
od of releasing 49 per 
cent to private enterprise 
is being considered. 

QTc is evaluating ten- 
ders for the satellite sys- 
tern and contracts wili be 
signed early next year. 
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UNION WEIGHS BAN ON CONNECTING VIDEOTEX SYSTEMS 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 13 Nov 81 p 16 


[Article by Lorenzo Boccabella] 


(Text) CANBERRA. — Union Dans may be placed on the con- 
nection of privately owned computer-based information 
systems. os 

The Federal executive of the’ Australian Tele- 
communications Employees’ Association (ATEA) at its 
meeting next week will consider a proposal to ban the 
handling of the private systems until Telecom has the 
right to enter the market, ° Pa 

; Last month the Government, blocked a Telecom 
" move to establish a national computer-based information 
system. ! 


The system which is called ‘%nquity into Telecom to put pres- 


videotex allows a consumer to , on, the Goyernment to 


use an adapted TV set in the “Rs decision. ~- 

home or the office to obtain com- He said the union would seck 
ter-tored data via telephone talks with the companies interest- 

lines. ae ed in videotex to support a sub- 
The consumer can then tmiesion.¢o the inquiry to give 

;up" information on a myriad of Telecom a bieger role. 

topics ranging from stock ex- = Mr Mansfield said that as well 

change data, entertainment’ pro- jas the videotex decision the Gov- 


grammes and current affairs. ernment had cut staff at a time 
+ The, Government's: decision of increasing reduced 
“meant ‘that Myer in Mefoourne Telecom's access to capital 


and Mr Kerry Packer's Consoli- market and had stopped it from 

dated Press in Sydne i] have the ‘competing in the su of small 

ront ‘unning in establishing ¢ideo- private telephone ex es. 

tex because they have secured . He sald this “added up to a 

‘Tights to use the most edvanc- fvirtual vendetta against efficient 
systems in the —-> ».. public enterprise”. 

’ Both compenies wil! have 

to use Telecom lines to transmit the Federal Government is more 

data, 30 that the co-operation o interested in ery Be profit- 

the ATEA would be vite. : 

“The Federsi secretary of the! ftions to its private business 

ATEA: Mr Bill Mansfidid said yes- ‘friends and potl 

terday that the union would pre- t is in assisting the development 

fer to a¥oid industrial action and ! @ national communications sys 

sise @ fo’thcoming Commissiag of, tem,” Mr Mansfield said. . 


cso: 5500/9020 
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AUSTRALIA 


REPORT CALLS FOR FEDERAL AID TO LOCAL COMPUTER INDUSTRY 





Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 2 Dec 81 p 13 


[Article by Michele Ferguson] 


(T AUSTRALIA'S pitiful per- But the council believes the: technology to Australia’s fu- 
(Text } ataciag the Sire tiae industry must have the ele- ture industrial and strategic 
. . ments to make itself indepen- needs. 
tronics field must be reme- dent in times of war or other @ That the Industries Assist- 
died or we will face the dan- emergency. For its security ance Commission be asked to 
er of total d ndence on Australia must have “people consider th* introduction of a 
epe skilled in the science and tech- bounty toreplace tariffs as the 
overseas Suppliers. noiogy who can parton rol principal method of govern- 
yovate. design and follow the ment support for Australian 
Unless the Federal Govern- "O° 4*€- 4 
ment assists the loca! industry —< steps of manufac a of microelectronic 
it will be difficult for those in- a 7 
volved in microelectronics to “To do this quickly means @ That the Government use 
even keep abreast of new that in addition to appropriate offsets to overseas purchases. 
developments in the field stockpiles, Australia must Continued application and 
This message is clear in a re- have in operation at least preference to local goods and 
port by the Australian Science § some basic production facili-  ‘@xation incentives to encour- 
and Technology Council on ues.” an 3 ee wor er ee 
microelectronics. Microelectronics is likely to devices microelectron 
Money is the major probiem influence and modify almost 
facing local component pro- every other industry or service @ That any proposal from an 
ducers and those interested in activity. It ts. and will continue overseas manufacturer for the 
research in this high-technol- to be contre! to Australia’s in- establishment of a microelec- 
ogy field whic h has a current dustrial automation. informa- tronics manufacturing facility 
hall life of about five vears — tion and office systems for in Australia involving govern- 
in five years about half the government and business “ey nner ty | sony shade 
technology now in use will be management. telegommunic pation access to the manufac 
” ‘The oun “ul expects Austra- a ~~ turer's range of products. and 
} ‘ at iy -roelectro- The beginning of the in- adequate and effective tech- 
lan Perrin p Aagocoed if poe oi dustry was 1959, when the first nology trans‘er. 
pine atiiinn tot bap ae wey single-elemnent electronic (The council has supported 
oa +_- scent Australian pro.  atv¥ice wasdeveloped. Thedra- the prospect of the National 
960s. Prese ap pout 96 yi. matic and consistent improve- Semiconductor Corporation 
ee ae TOD 80 we impor. ments since then clearly illus- establishing a wafer fabrica- 
a yrosrelcelt tna Ph ” aad trate the need to constantly tion plant in Canberra.) 
valued at $18 million keep up with the ch or @ That public interest grants 
It would be ludicrous to ex- _—*# left behind with no chance under the Australian Indus- 
pect the Federal Government, stots igtaiada oe eee ae enna 
local and outside companies to The recommendations are: ment incentives Scheme give 
inject the massive capital @ That the Government re- particular attention to the de- 
needed for Australia to totally cognises the’ fundamental im- velopment of microelectronics. 
supply its own needs portance microelectronic 
CSO: 5500/9023 











AUSTRALIA 


COPYRIGHT LAWS TO PROTECT COMPUTER SOFTWARE UNDER STUDY 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 24 Nov @l p 20 


(Article by Nicholas Rothwell] 


[Text } 


ALL computer software 
used in Australia may soon 
fal under new copyright, 
patent or control laws, fol- 
lowing a move by the Com- 
monwealth Attorney-Gener- 
al's Department to develop 
legal controls for the benefit 
of software users. 


Prompted by an inquiry 
being held by an international 
organisation on the possibility 
of forming a multilateral “sot- 
tware protection treaty.” the 
department has circulated a 
paper asking for the views of 
associations using computers, 
on the question of legal pro- 
tection for software 

The World In‘eilectuai Prop- 
erty Organisation (WIPO) is 
conducting a study based on 
recommendations formulated 
two years ago. as the founda- 
tion for new studies on a soft- 
ware protection treaty 


rhe Attorney-General s 
paper points out the Depart- 
ments continuing commit- 


ment to monitor developments 
in the legal protection of coim- 
puter software 

The Department was rr- 
cently represented at a meet- 


‘ale ate. 
5000/9022 


ing On copyright problems ar- 
ising from the use of comput- 
ers for “access to or creation of 
works”. held in Geneva late 
last year. 

It is requesting the views of 
individual Australian com- 
puter users on the arrange- 
ments presentivy made for the 
protection of computer soft- 
ware in Australia and in deal- 
ings with overseas affiliates, 
suppliers and consumers. 


INQUIRY 


The Department is inquiring 
“whether these arrangements 
are tisfactory and what 
form of protection would be 
advisable. both within Aus- 
tralia and internationally”. 

‘Due to the technical nature 
of this area. the views of both 
vour legal and software people 
would be of relevance.” the 
Departmental request points 
out 

At present there is no Aus- 
tralian Government policy 
commitment to the protection 
of computer software by 
means of existing ‘intellectual 
property law’ such as patent or 
copyright controls. 

It is possible that no exist- 
ing style of protection is suited 


to the particular problems of 


computer soltware 

“For this reason it would be 
most helpful if you indicated 
the desirable characteristics of 
protection rather than at- 
tempting to categorise your 
requirements within existing 
legal categories.” 

Among possibilities under 
consideration are schemes to 
register software, either na- 
tionally or internationally, and 
attempts to devise criteria of 
“uniqueness and originality” 
in respect of new computer 
software — with the use of the 
study of computer physics to 
make fine judgements in this 
fieid. 

Another problem is the ques- 
tion of what applications the 
protection should actually 
cover — such as the rights to 
copy. to use. to import or to 
adapt software. 

The Department is also con- 
sidering what methods of en- 
forcing the rights of individual 
software developers and pur- 
chasers are available. 

“Tt is likely that the extended 
style of action necessary in a 
patent action would not suit 
this ficid, in which rapid re- 
dress may be critical to a de- 
velopment program,” the De- 
partment paper comments. 








TELECOM BIDS FOR SHARE OF CABLE TELEVISION INDUSTRY 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 25 Nov 81 p 25 


[Article by Phil Ackman] 


[Excerpts] 


Cc 


S 


O: 


5500/9022 


TELECOM has made a 
big pitch for a share of the 
multi-million dollar cable tel- 
evision industry if the new 
technology is given the go 
ahead in Australia 


The four-man Telecom 
team: told the Australian 
Broadcasting Tribunal that 
it was in the best position to 
install and own the physical 
cable TV network 


For Melbourne alone. this 
would be an investment of 
about $300 million. 


But Telecom said it had no 
desires to operate the sys- 
tem. It would leave that in 
the hands of others. 


Cutting across a number of 
private submissions which 
have argued that cable TV 
should be soleiy in private 
hands, Teiecom said it be- 
lieved its involvement was 
“in the nauional interest’. 


Telecoms business devel- 


opment director, Mr Roger 
Banks, told the tribunal that 
it had a second to none abil- 
ity to engineer, provide and 
manage the network in- 
irastructure. 


He said Telecom had an 
AAA credit rating and was 
highly confident it could ar- 
range the necessary funding. 


Under the plan, Telecom 
would provide and install the 
cable from plant to the con- 
summer's home. 


Cable operators would then 
install the necessary addi- 
tional equipment, including 
possibile decoders. 


The Telecom submission 
also pushed for the introduc- 
tion of cable TV on the basis 
of current coaxial cable tech- 
nology which it said was cost 
efficient and available. 


Telecom saw new genera- 
tion fibre optics becoming 
available for gradual inclu- 
sion in the system from 
about the mid 1980s. 


AUSTRALIA 











BROADCASTER URGES CABLE TV DELAY FOR NEW TECHNOLOGY 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 17 Nov 8l p 3 


[Article by Phil Ackman] 


[Text ] 


A VICTORIAN radio 
broadcast group has urged 
the Australian Broadcasting 
Tribunal to recommend the 
introduction of pay television 
as soon as possible. 


But the group. Nilsen Pre- 
miere, operators of Meibourne 
radio station 3UZ. believes 
Australia should wait for new 
technology belore committing 
itself to cable television 

In evidence before the five- 
man tribunal silting in Mei- 
bourne. Nilsen Premiere said a 
poll it conducted shows 77 per 
cent of 1000 respondents in 
Sydney and Melbourne wan- 
ted pay television introduced 
quickly 

The groups managing direc- 
tor. Mr John Nilsen. said his 
company would bid to operate 
a pay television service. Dut it 
wanted a guarantee that its 
operation would be given a 
cable channe! if that technol- 
Ogy Was introduced within the 
next 15 vears 

Mr Nilsen said American ex- 
perience showed that radiated 
subscription television (pay 
television in which a decoder is 
attached to the sets of people 


5500/9021 


wishing to buy the service) 
could not compete where cabie 
television was also available. 

The tribunal, chaired by Mr 
David Jones. heard evidence 
from Nilsen Premiere that the 
company estimated fixed costs 
approaching $5 million to set 
up a pay television operation 
in Melbourne. 

The group compared this 
with the $200 million they est- 
imated it would cost to cable 
Melbourne homes. 

Mr Nilsen argued that Aus- 
tralia would be unwise to pro- 
ceed with cable television 
while fibre optics technology 
was just around the corner. 

The company produced a re- 
port trom a Canadian tele- 
vision expert, Dr Israel Switz- 
er. who argued that Australia, 
should .ntroduce pay tele- 
vision now while waiting for 
fibre optics technology for use 
with cable television 

The Switzer paper estimated 
that it could cost Australia up 
to $1000 million to wire up with 
present-technology coaxial 
cable 

Arguing against the sugges- 
tion that supplementary 
licences for cable of pay serv- 
ices should be granted to ex- 
isting television broadcasters. 


AUSTRALIA 


Mr Nilsen said this could lead 
to unwelcome  c.ross-media 
ownership. 

He submitted that his own 
company was sufficiently re- 
moved from television broad- 
Casting to escape this problem. 

Mr Nilsen said requirements 
for minimum Australian con- 
tent should be abandoned 
until the volume of Australian 
productions had grown 
enough to justify a reasonable 
local centent rule. 

Nilsen Premiere’s company 
secretary, Mr Allan Trimble, 
told the tribunal the group 
would allocate 25 per cent of 
revenue to . He 
was unable to specify how 
much of this might be spent 
on local materia! 


Mr Trimble said the com- 
pany had determined that it 
had to attract 30.000 pay tel- 
evision customers to justify 
the start-up costs and break 
even 


The tribunal is in its second 
week of hearings in Melbour- 
ne. It is enquiring into the pos- 
sibility of introducing cable 
and radiated subscription tel- 
evis.on services and has 
already heard evidence in 
Sdney and Adelaide. 











BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


SECOND SATELLITE EARTH STATION--The country's second satellite earth station 
was inaugurated by President Abdus Sattar at Talimabad in Dacca District 

on 26 January. Speaking on the occasion the president stressed that effective 
telecommunication system is necessary for the country's economic development. 
Minister of Post, Telegraph and Telecommunication Islam said that this 
satellite station will function as an alternative to the satellite earth 
station at Betbunia in (hittagong. The new station will help in the communica- 
tion links with a number of countries, including Nepal, Sri Lanka, Burma, 
Thailand, Singapore, (?Italy) and Hong Kong. [BK291209 Dacca Domestic Service 
in English 1705 GMT 26 Jan 82 BK] 
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NEPAL 


BRIEFS 


MICROWAVE LINK TO NEPALGUNJ--Nepalgunj, Jan. 7--Nepalgunj will be linked with 
microwave within one month, reperts RSS. A team of sixteen technicians is busy 
here at present making arrangements for trunk line telephone service as well. 
Minister of State for Communications Fateh Singh Tharu was given the above infor- 
mation when he visited the local telecommunications office here yesterday. Speak- 
ing at a meeting of postal employees at the post office here yesterday the 
Minister of State noted that the employees engaged in providing direct service 

to the people such as those in the field of communications should work enthusi- 
astically. [Text] [Kathmandu THE RISING NEPAL in English 8 Jan 82 p 1] 
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ACCORD ON SUBMARINE CABLE LINK WITH UAE 


Karachi DAWN in English 
[Text ] 


pekistan anJ the UAL ssened 


an agreement in Dubai on | ri- 36 


day to estadlish a sui)marine 
cable link between the two 
countries for better telecommu 
Mr Ali Sem é)Qweis, ~Vene- 
ral Manager, fEmirtel, signed for 
the UAE Communications Mr 
nistry and Brig Mansoor) |iag. 
Teelphone and 


The project would pe imple- 
mented on a mutua)] ownership 
basis. Another meeting wil] be 
held in March in the cty' to 
make arrangements for the ap 
pointment of consultants and 
survey of the seabed. 

The cable link will have 200 


ing to demand. The line will 
have the cupecity for |.2Q0 chan- 
nels, which will be enough to 
meet the demand up to the 
year 2000 A.D. 

COMPLETION SCHEDULE 

Work on the project is expec 
ted to begin within «a year and 
completed by | 985. 

Seventy-five per cent of the 
services wil) then be operated 
through the submarine cable 
hay end 25 #1per cent through 
satellite. 

The project is estimated to 
cost @ to $0 million dollars. 


CSO: 5500/4533 
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The fe span of the cables is 


agreement in Dubai 
signed after detailed 
Pakistan 


PAKISTAN 











TAIWAN 


BRIEFS 


COMPUTERIZED NEWS TRANSMISSION--Taipei, 4 Feb (CNA)--The Central News Agency 
has recently started using computers to transmit news in Chinese to the United 
States, bringing the age of computers to the Chinese mass media. The CY.. also 
plans to adopt Chinese computers to send news to its domestic subscribers, 
offering them more complete service. Employing localiy made Sampo Chinese 
language computers, trial transmissions of CNA news to New York were initiated 
at the end of last year. The Chinese characters have been distinct, and the 
speed is also faster than using the restrictive traditional Chinese telegraph 
code in which four-digit numbers are learned by rote memory and often aided by 
reference to a dictionary. The CNA officially has been using the Chinese 
computer since 26 January to send Chinese news stories to the United States 
and the operation is reported satisfactory. The broadcast speed will be 

4,0L0 words an hour transmitted at 50 bytes per second over the wires. For 
domestic subscribers, the speed will be 40,000 words per hour transmitted 

at 309 vps. [Text] [0W040945 Taipei CNA in English 0236 GMT 4 Feb 82 OW] 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS N 


BRIEFS 


CSSR, HUNGARY RADIO COOPERATION--A program of cooperation between Czechoslovak 
Radio and Hungarian Radio for 1982-83 was signed in Budapest today. Our 
correspondent Alexander Petro gives us the details: Czechoslovak Radio and 
Hungarian Radio will continue their fruitful cooperation in 1982-83 and in 
various areas will even expand it. This follows from the working plan that 

was signed in Budapest today by Dr Jan Risko, director general of Czechoslovak 
Radio, and Dr Kalman kiss, first vice president of Hun arian Radio. The two 
radios will contribute to the further improvement of c.rrent news coverage 

and features, and they will prepare special programs on important industrial, 
agricultural and scientific places of work in the two countries, on 
Czechoslovak-Hingarian economic cooperation and participation in socialist 
economic integration. The exchange of musical and literary-dramatic programs 
and programs for children and youth plays an important part in the cooperation. 
Czechoslovak Radio and Hungarian Radio will continue to broadcast in the next 

2 years joint literary evenings and quizes on various aspects of life and work 
in Czechoslovakia and Hungary with the intention of contributing to the 
deepening of their fraternal friendship. [Text] [LD280036 Prague Domestic 
Service in Czech 1730 GMT 27 Jan 82] 


) 


( 
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ECUADOR 


MICROWAVE TELECOMMUNICATION NETWORK SET FOR ANDEAN REGION 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 23 Dec 81 p D-12 


/Text/ Jaime Aguilera, secretary general of the Association of Andean State Tele- 
communications Enterprises, ASETA, announced that by July 198 the Andean microwave 


network will be completed. This will stimulate radio and TV broadcasts in the 
subregion. 


He said that a meeting of the ministers of communications of the area will be held. 
This will be an important event since it is necessary for the highest authorities 
in this field to make an overall review of the events which have taken place in 
telecommunications within the subregion during the last 5 years so that they may 
reformulate policies so as to expedite progress during the next 5 years. 


He made these announcements when he presented his activity report to the Andean 
parliamentarians at the closing of their meetings which were held here in Quito 
last week. 


Jaime Aguilar said that during the period which is ending, significant progress 
was made in projects leading to the establishment of an integrated Andean informa- 
tion network in the field of telecommunications. He stressed that starting in 
1982, the first stage of a program will begin for operating a computer center at 
ASETA headquarters through which answers can be provided for the members’ requests 
for advice regarding information. 


In his report to the Andean parliamentarians the ASETA official said that one of 
the high priority needs of modern life is to be able to exchange economically, 
rapidly and efficiently the large volume of information collected day by day in 
the various fields of activity, especially in the business and banking worlds. 


He said that the association and its member enterprises, realizing this need, have 
been working in this field and have determined the basic parameters for the 
establishment of national networks and an Andean net for transmitting data. 


He emphasized that the technological progress which made possible the placing of 
Stationary satellites for telecommuinications in the world at first meant a 
revolution in the field of international long distance traffic. Later, countries 
realized that this new technology could benefit internal development and so they 
began to make domestic applications of telecommunications by satellite as the only 
means of integrating into national life regions which for historical and geographic 
reasons were traditionally isolated. 


He said that ASETA has sought and promoted the exchange of experience among all our 
countries as well as common actions in defense of our interests with respect to 
international organizations. 


_ 


1é 
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ECUADOR 


CHAOTIC SITUATION IN NATIONAL TELEPHONE SYSTEM 
Quito EL COMERCIO in Spanish 17 Jan 82 p Al 
[Article by Santiago Jeruis] 


\Summary] Poor service and the lack of lines has plagued the country's telephone 
system during the past decade. Before that, the system was as good as that of 
many developed countries including Sweden, where much of Ecuador's tele- 
communication equipment was manufactured. In 1972, a newly installed military 
government suspended plans to improve the system. Subsequently the demand 

for telephone communications increased greatly. In 1976, it was decided to add 
80,000 lines; this has not been accomplished and there are now cnly 250,000 lines 
in the country. The shortage is most acute in certain urban zones and at certain 
times. 


In 1979, when constitutional government was reinstituted, "the state telecommuni-~ 
cations organization suffered severe deterioration. Its bureaucracy grew beyond 
measure and highly qualified technicians were sacrificed.” A plan was issued 
calling for 350,000 new lines by 1984, along with new switching equi nent, but 
the plan neglected important details and lacked sufficient funding. The current 
administration has a more reasonable goal: to increase the number of lines by 

10 percent annually. 


The present system is inefficient because of undercharging for services, mis- 
management of funds and excessive bureaucracy. These problems are not due 

to the predominance of one company, Ericsson of Sweden, since it supplies only 

35 percent of Ecuador's equipment. Moreover, the Ecuadorean national tele- 
communication company controls the industry. Since one out of ten of the world's 
telephones was installed by Ericsson, and since its share of the market is growing, 
the company is supplying high quality equipment. Using one equipment company 
lowers costs. Political as well as technical decisions must be made because 
efficient communications are necessary for development. 


CSO: 5500/2093 








JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


PHONE SYSTEM EXPANSION--The Jamaica Telephone Company intends to offer $10-mill‘on 
in debentures on the local market. The loan will be used for supplementary 
financing of the company's 1981 expansion programme. A Ministry Paper spelling 
out the rationale behind the move was tabled in the House of Representatives on 
Tuesday by the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Edward Seaga, who is also Minister of 
Finance and Planning. The Ministry Paper said that the loan was vital to the 
company’s on-going replacement of obsolete and worn-out plant and equipment, in 
order to maintain satisfactory service to meet the demands of the new customers. 
This new programme is estimated to generate a net total of 1,110 main lines in 
various parts of the island. Each line will enable service to be extended to 
several customers. "The company therefore stands to gain from increased revenue 
both foreign and local,” the Ministry Paper said. In the event of any obstacle 
affecting the expansion programme, a large number of obsolete and depreciated 
plants now in use would lead to prolonged outages in the island telephone network 
with consequently reduction of revenue. In addition there was need for remedial 
action in respect of certain main plants, which if not taken could lead to cut-off 
between main areas of the island. [Excerpt] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in 
English 17 Dec 81 p 1] 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY MEETING--Dakar, 2 Feb (JANA)--The meeting of the cechnical 
committee of the African news agency began here last Monday. The meetings 
took up means to install a transmission network between Dakar, Tripoli, Lagos, 
Lusaka, Kinshasa and Khartoum. The meetings, in which delegations of eight 
African countries are taking part, will last until February 6th. [Text] 
[LD030318 Tripoli JANA in English 1850 GMT 2 Feb 82 LD] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


THEUNISSEN TRANSMITTER--The SABC announced yesterday that the TV 2/3 transmitter 

at Theunissen would start with technical test transmissions. A colour-bar test 
pattern will be transmitted only, and the transmission might be interrupted with- 
out warning or apology to carry out necessary adjustments or repairs, said a state- 
ment. Channel 8 would be used and the transmission would be horizontally polarised. 
Full-time programme transmissions were expected to start in April. [Text] [Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English 13 Jan 82 p 11) 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


VIDEOCONFERENCE EXPERIMENT LINKS FRANCE, BRITAIN, OTHERS 
Paris LA RECHERCHE in French Sep 81 pp 1008-1009 
[Article by Gilles Cordonnier: "EVE, First European Videoconference"™] 


[Excerpts] The EVE [European Videoconference Experiment] project came into being 
in 1981 at the CEPT [European Conference on Postal and Telecommunications Adminis- 
trations], which brought together the Western European countries in a meeting. 

In fact, for the first phase, only the United Kingdom, the Federal Republic of Ger- 
many, Italy, Sweden, Norway and the Netherlands participated in the working group 
that devised EVE, under the chairmanship of L. Fleury, of French Telecommunications. 


Just as in every present videoconference system, the basis is a traditional black 
and white television picture with the 625-line standard. Therefore, videoconference 
rooms are rooms equipped with ordinary television cameras aimed at the participants. 
But only the head and shoulders of the person speaking are displayed, in order to 
avoid picking up too much information. Then, there is transition from the analog 
picture taken by the camera to a numerical (the Anglosaxons call it digital) signal. 
The analog signal is broken down into samples. The amplitude of each sample is 
measured in accordance with a step comprising 256 gray levels. Then, this measure- 
ment is transcribed into a combination of binary pulses (the bits). 


The technical choice decided on for EVE is to compress this digital signal to come 
out with a baud of uround 2 Mbits a second. In order to do this, redundancies 

are eliminated by means of a coding process studied within the framework of the 
European Community. An electronic system, that later can be incorporated on one 
single component, the codec (coding-decoding), causes the signal to undergo a coding 
called conditional. The series of pictures are analyzed and only the dots that 

are modified from one picture to the next are transmitted. Because a picture of 

the face and shoulders of a person speaking moves only relatively little (lips, 
eyes, contours), the information to be transmitted is less than 2 Mbits a second. 


EVE, CEPT's European project, will very probably use a codec resulting from the 
coordination mechanism of the European Community (COST [European Cooperation in 

the Field of Scientific and Technical Research]). In fact, the COST-2-II-J pro- 

ject set for itself the task of studying picture coding and transmission and it 

led to the production--by French, Italian, German and British teams--of prototypes 

of codecs produced in accordance with a common principle. European companies should, 
thus, be able to industrialize this equipment around the end of 1982, with a certain 


3 








amount of worldwide lead. Of course, there already are Japanese 6.3-Mbit-a-second 
codecs for a color picture, but they have the serious disadvantage of introducing 
a jerky effect on the picture that becomes tiring to watch and the handicap of 
not being up to what is now a standard of the European "consumer." 


The pictures, once thus coded, are transmitted to other videoconference rooms. But 
the "picture" information must be accompanied by "signaling information (numbering, 
activation of terminals, traffic routing) and synchronization information that 
introduce incompatibilities in the present telephone networks of the European countries 
for these channels). Therefore, EVE will use direct dialogue means offered 

by the new generation satellites: first of all, OTS, that European test satellite, 
has been in orbit since 1978. Then, later, the European satellite and the French 
satellite, Telecom 1, should be practical tools for videoconference. 


The EVE network must be a reference network in support of an operation of coordina- 
tion. After the establishment of service specifications, in process of completion 
at present, technical tests and then psychotechnical tests as the network is set 

up during 1982. Each participating country (each telecommunications administration) 
will have an EVE room that it will interconnect with its other videoconference 
rooms not belonging to the EVE network. France has already scheduled a modification 
of its existing or planned rooms so that they will conform to the European standard. 
EVE plays the role of a Trojan horse for standardization. Nevertheless, a lowering 
of the costs of satellite transmission should make possible the economic transmis- 
sion of 8-Mbit-a-second pictures, then 34-Mbit-a-second pictures and even, later, 
pictures with 140 Mbits a second, when a fiber optics network is installed. The 
techniques decided on for EVE will then be outmoded, but the originality of the 
method of coordination of European industry will remain. 


10,042 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


ARIANE LAUNCH CONTRACTS--Arianespace, the Ariane marketing organization, has confirmed 
its penetration of the U.5. private market by obtaining three new firm orders in that 
difficult but decisive market. One contract, valued at approximately $50 million, 
with Southern Pacific Communications Company, covers the launch of two communications 
satellites by Ariane vehicles in February and October 1984. A second contract, 
valued at about $25 million, calls for the launch of a satellite for Western Union 

in December 1983. Following the GTE Satellite Corporation's order for two launchers 
and the contract with the Arab Satellite Communication Organization for the launch 

of an Arabsat satellite, these latest two successes in the U.S. market have definitely 
established Ariane as a credible commercial program. Arianespace has logged orders 
totaling 2.4 billion francs: firm contracts for the launch of 25 satellites plus 
options for 13 additional launches. In addition, another Intelsat contract is 
confidently expected. This should enable the marketing organization to reach the 
break-even point by 1984 with annual sales of 1.6 billion francs. As Arianespace's 
president, Frederic d'Allest, puts it, “Europeans will do more than pick up the 
crumbs left by Americans" and can confidently look forward to capturing 25 to 30 
percent of the estimated Western market of 200 satellites, half of them American, 
between now and 1990, and this for communications satellites alone. These successes 
are admittedly due in part to the technical and budgetary difficulties encountered 

by the U.S. space shuttle that we know will not attain its targeted operational 
launch schedules and prices until 5 years from now, at least where high orbits are 
concerned. Nevertheless, the fact remains that Ariane and its future family are 
evidently a product "closely tailored to the market." Yet Europeans still have to 
demonstrate the launcher's reliability and "punctuality" by successfully completing 
its final qualification launch and especially by adhering to a production schedule 
that will become tight. [Text] [Paris ELECTRONIQUE ACTUALITES in French 18 Dec 81 

p 10} 8041 





EUROPEAN COMMUNICATION SATELLITE+-ALG-Telefunken in Backnang recently delivered the 
first complete transponder, i.e. the communication-technology section of the first 
European Communication Satellite (ECS), to the French Space-Flight Center in 
Toulouse, where it is to be incorporated in the satellite and in the AEG solar gen- 
erator. In the sprin; of 1952, Ariane, the Curopean carrier rocket, is to place the 
commaunication satellite in orbit, where it will help link the countries of Europe 

via 24,500 new telephone connections and 2 television channels. The ECS is a 
satellite of modular design, stabilized alon; three axles. The Zirst operative 
communication satellite, it will use exclusively the "new" K,-frequency band near 
11/14 gisahertz and it will employ purely digital modulation. The satellite con- 
sists of the so-called service module, which performs all requisite supply functions, 
and the payload, i.ee. the communication subsystem including the antennae. As a kind 
of service system for the payload, the service module performs all the operations 
necessary for th» satellite, c.g. generation of power by means of the solar genera- 
tor and positional and orbital control. The communication-oriented payload--pro- 
duced by ALG-Telefunken--has the function to receive the weak signals coming from the 
carth, transpose them to another frequency range, amplify them and transmit them 
back to the earth. [Text] [\luerzburg ELEKTROTECHNIK in German 12 Oct 81 pp 11-12) 
8760 2) 


he 
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DENMARK 


TRUCKEF } ANGERED OVER BAN OF CB RADIOS IN VEHICLES 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 23 Nov 81 p 6 
[Article py Finn Knudstrup] 


[Text] Danish truckers, and particularly those who drive tankers, are threatening 
a blockade after police asked trucking firms to remove CB radios from their 
vehicles. Since the showing of the movie "Convoy," most long-distance truckers 
have acquired CB radios so as to be able to talk to each other on the road. 


However, polic have become aware that radios are not only used to break the 
monotony on the road, but also to warn against speeding devices and other police 
controls. Police began asking the Oil Branch Employers’ Association to remove all 
its CB radios on the basis that CB chatter can be a traffic hazard--and that it is 
illegal to disclose police controls over the radio. 


Trucker Bent Schmidt, chairman of the so-called "Cowboy Club," told the trade 
paper MOTORMAGASINET: "We have 2,000 members who earlier blockaded Danish borders 
to improve working conditions for truckers. The oil branch is risking a blockade 
if it does not lift the ban on private CB radios." 


Bent Schmidt further said he recognized that some members abuse the CB radio by 
warning against police controls, but that police, on the other hand, have benefited 
from being able to reach trucks by using CB radios. 


Since several truckers have now been ordered to remove the radios, the "Cowboy 
Club" is concerned that the ban will become generalized. The club feels the radio 
contact is a safety factor tnat should be legalized and further developed. 


8952 
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DENMARK 


BRIEFS 


NEW MOBILE PHONE SYSTEM--Denmark yesterday got the world's most advanced mobile 
phone system for cars, the Postal and Telegraph Services state. By means of 
the new system, it is possible to call directly to or from a car everywhere in 
the country. From the new car telephones there is direct distance dialling 

to all of the country's telephones as well as to telephones in the thirty coun- 
tries to which we have direct dialling. In order to use the Nordic Mobile 
Telephone System, one must have one of the new advanced car telephones. The old 
ones are no good, but the car telephone system used so far will be maintained as 
long as there is a need for it and will probably not be completely discontinued 
until around 1990. The fee for calling under the Nordic Mobile Telephone System 
is 2.50 kroner per minute as against 4 kroner under the old system. "Many firms 
which need to drive a great deal locally should consider whether it would not be 
a better idea to spend the money on communication than on driving. For one need 
only drive 15 kilometers in the wrong direction a day to earn the money,” says 
J. F. Pedersen, marketing chief of the Postal and Telegraph Services’ Tele- 
communications Department. [Text] [Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 2? 
Jan 82 p 7) 7262 
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DENMARK /GREENLAND 


BRIEFS 


FUTURE FOR SATELLITE TV--"Greenland will shortly have access to about 30 TV 
programs in color via satellite," it was reported at a directors’ meeting of the 
Joint Greenlandic TV Associations. The cost of the necessary equipment has 
gradually reached a rather moderate level. By investing 15,000 to 20,000 kroner, 
one will be able to receive retransmitted signals from Canada, the United States 
and the Soviet Union. Greenland is expected to have its first ground stations in 
a few years. [Text] [Godthaab GRONLANDSPOSTEN in Danish 18 Nov 81 p 16] 8952 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


BRIEFS 





'BIGFON' NETWORK--Accordiny tu the Ninistry for Post and Telecommunications, the 
German Federal Postal Service has of late placed orders in the amount of DM 150 
million for the establishment of a wide-band glass-fiber telecommunications network. 
The contractors are Siemens, SEL, Krome, TEKADE FGF, AEG-Telefunken and FUBA. At the 
same time, a spokesman of the ministry rejected criticims to the effect that the 
Postal Service had deliberately delayed the placing of orders in this sector. He 
pointed out that since the scaceutattan-at peocstyes systems of a wide-band, in- 
tegrated, local glass-fiber communications network (Bigfon) on 8 May in Darmstadt, 
there had only been technical delays. The spokesman stated that in accordance with 
a government resolution of & April of this year Bigfon would in 1982/83 be built 

and tested in Berlin, Hamburg, Hannover, Duesseldorf, Stuttgart, Nuernberg and 
Munich. The Federal Postal Service thus wants to establish the conditions necessary 
for effecting--via a single glass~fiber line in the local exchange--interpersonal 
communication such as videotelephone and telephone communication, data and text ex- 
change and for distributing radio and television programs in stereo quality. Accord- 
ing to the spokesman, the Federal Postal Service--in consistently pursuing this con- 
ception--has taken the lead in the international competition. He said that the 
Postal Service would continue its efforts to ensure that this technology will soon 
be used in efficient, internationally competitive TV systems. [Text ][Duesseldorf 

VDI NACHRICHTEN in German 30 Oct 8&1 p 29] 8760 
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FINLAND 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS CHIEF ON 1981 PROGRESS, 1982 OUTLOOK 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 4 Jan 82 p 25 


[Article: "Director General Pekka Tarjanne: Confidence in Postal Service Is 
Returning; A Step Forward in the Telecommunications Controversy"™] 


[Excerpts] Director General Pekka Tarjanne of the Postal and Telecommunications 
Administration complains about the current situation in Finland's telecommunica- 
tions policy in the traditional New Year's greeting directed to the postal 
employees. No clarification was attained in that situation during 1981, rather, 
"it became all the more deeply mired." 


Tarjanne does have some favorable accomplishments to report along with the 
complaints as, for instance, the inauguration of the general data transmission 
network into service to serve the business world, a trend toward a return to 
faith in the postal service, an increase in the amount of traffic, and that even 
the financial return is "satisfactory." He estimates an unused excess of 140 
million markxkas above the postal and telecommunications appropriation. 


Tarjanne named the Puhelinlaitosten Liitto, which is the national union of 
telephone establishments, as the actual culprit because the Postal Service has 
satisfactory relations with all the local telephone establishments. Tarjanne says 
that this union has embarked “on a merciless war to gain an area-wide monopoly in 
the entire telecommunications effort." 


Tarjanne said that the telecommunications controversy must be pushed toward a 
resolution and that rulings must be made to clarify the situation in the field of 
information transmission. The director does in fact feel that the results already 
attained in early 1982 by the telecommunications legislative work group of the 
Ministry of Transport indicate a step forward. He points out also that, according 
to the regulations, the Postal and Telecomminications Administration has the 
responsibility for managing the telecommmunications activity. 


Financial Return "Satisfactory" 


The dispute in the telecommunications controversy is between the Postal service 
and the private holders of operating permits as to who should have responsibility 
for the management of the rapidly expancing new telecommunications services, and 
whose equipment is to be permitted to be installed in the networks of privately 
owned telephone establishments. 
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Tarjanne considered the financial return from the Postal and Telecommunications 
Administration to be satisfactory. The volume of business increased, and in the 
case of the postal business, more than had been anticipated. Although the costs of 
the postal business exceeded its appropriation by 170 million markkas, the unused 
310 million markkas of the telecommunications appropriation resulted in an overall 
appropriation excess of i40 million markkas. 


The volume of postal business increased by 6 percent in 1981 and the telecommunica- 
tions volume increased by somewhat less than 10 percent. These figures exceeded 
the averages for the 3 previous years. 


Greater Appreciation of Own Work 

The increase in the amount of early distribution of newspapers was cause for 
rejoicing by the director general, as were the favorable results of experimentation 
with additional services. On the other hand, there appears in Tarjanne's opinion 
to be room for improvement in the degree of service morale and feeling of pro- 
fessional worth in the Postal and Telecommunications Administration. Belittling 

o1 the Postal service can be found even within the establishment itself. 


Tarjanne wishes to emphasize that, "We are professionals in the business of 
information transmission, our operations can withstand criticism and scrutiny, 
and the importance of the work that we do is universally recognized." 
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"ARABSAT' AMONG SATELI ITES TO BE LAUNCHED BY ARIANE 
Paris AFP SCIENCES in French 3 Dec 81 p 12 


[Text ] Paris--A firm contract was signed on 2 December at Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 
for the launching on 15 February 1984 of a telecommunications satellite fo the 
Arabic consortium “Arabsat,” it was announced in Paris by the Arianespace company, 
which markets the European rocket. 


This satellite will be launched by Ariane-3, an improved version of the European 
rocket. The contract, valued at $23 million, follows two other contracts signed 
on 24 November between Arianespace and the American company GTE Satellite Corpora- 
tion for the launching of two American domestic satellites. (1) 


A $200,000 option had already been taken, about 1 year ago, reserving launching 
intervals for two Arabsat satellites--a flight model and its backup duplicate. 


The Arabsat consortium, which operates the telecommunications network for Arab 
states, includes 22 countries (Saudi Arabia, Libya, Egypt, Kuwait, Algeria, Iraq, 
Syria, Tunisia...) and an organization: the PLO. 


The agreement was signed by Mr Frederic d'Allest, president of Arianespace, and 
Dr Ali Al Maschat, the head of Arabsat. 


Ariane's list of firin commitments thus totals now 22 satellites, representing 
13 organizations, countries or compani:s. 


In addition, a contract valued at over 3134 million was signed on 25 May between 
Arabsat and SNIAS [National Industrial Aerospace Company } for the — of 
three telecommunications satellites to the Arab-nations consortium. (¢) 


Two of these satellites will be placed in orbit and positioned respectively at 
19° E and 26° E, the third being a backup satellite to be held in reserve on the 
ground. The Arabsat system will operate on the §.4-GHz band for telecommunica- 
tions services (8,000 simultaneous telephone conversations) and on the 2.5-GHz 
band for shared television service among the member nations: This co’ lective 
television service will be the first one designed to respond to the educational 
needs of the Arab regions. 
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The first Arabic satellite, weighing 1,165 kg, will be launched simultaneously 
with another satellite, using the SYLDA [ Ariane Dual Launching Systen | structure. 


The second Arabsat is scheduled to be launched around mid-1984 by the Space 
Shuttle. The network's main control center will be built at Riyadh. The King- 
dom’s share in the financing of the project is 26 percent. 





(1) See AFP SCIENCES no 285 of 26 November 1981, pp 28/29. 
(2) See AFP SCIENCES no 264 of 27 May 1981, p 16, and no 265 of 4 June 1961, 
pp 10/11. 
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BRIEFS 


ERT ARABIC NEWS BULLETINS--The Greek Radio and Television service (ERT) would soon 
include radio news bulletins in Arabic, the government spokesman announced last 
weekend. The announcement was made on the eve of the arrival of Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization (PLO) leader Yasser Arafat. The government spokesman said that 
the introduction of news bulletins in Arabic, along with English, French and Ger- 
man newscasts, was an “innovation which will cover a significant void that was be- 
coming more and more felt due to the continuous expansion of Greek-Arab relations 
and exchanges as well as the expanding Arab role in international life." The ERT 
initiative, the spokesman added, would correct a “substantial omission by taking 
into consideration these facts and the long traditional ties of friendship between 
Greece and the Arab nation.” [Excerpt] [Athens BUSINESS & FINANCE in English 

19 Dec 81 No 173, p 28) 
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NORWAY 


COMMITTEE URGES TELECOMMUNICATIONS OPERATIONS BE PROFITABLE 
Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 7 Jan 82 p 3 
[Article by Olav Eilifsen}] 


[Text] The Telecommunications Service should in the future 
operate entirely as an efficient concern according to business 
principles. The requirements that the Telecommunications Serv- 
ice shall also contribute to attaining political objectives in 
employment, industrial, and district policy can have an imped- 
ing effect on efficient expansion and operation. It is the 
Telecommunications Committee that says this in its first posi- 
tion paper. The paper was presented yesterday to Inger 
Kopperngs, the minister of transport and communications. 


Bernt H. Lund, chairman of the Telecommunications Committee, stressed in present- 
ing the note that the committee attached great importance to the increase in the 
backlog of applications for telephones. The committee believes that the backlog 
can be wiped out in 1986 if the recommendations of the position paper are fol- 
lowed. 


"In the Telecommunications Service there has been an inclination to explain both 
the telephone backlog and other problems by lack of capital,"' said Lund. "In the 
Telecommunications Committee we have been concerned with problems of efficiency." 


That view therefore characterizes the position paper. It is proposed among other 
things to introduce free competition between the Telecommunications Service and 
private installers in the matter of house installations. On that point, however, 
representatives of the two LO [Norwegian Federation of Trade Unions] unions (Nor- 
wegian Telecommunications Service Union and the Telegraph Men's National Union) 
dissent, as well as the representative of the YS [expansion unknown] union 
(National Union of Women Telegraph and Telecommunications Employees). 


There is also dissent within the committee with regard to the proposal for new 
forms of financing for the operation of the Telecommunications Service. The 
majority want strict self-financing by the introduction of new rules on write-offs, 
and at the same time there are some who favor new loans at higher interest (inter- 
est on short-term state bonds). On that point the minority are also supported by 
representatives of the administration of the Telecommunications Service. The 
minority point out that the proposed measures will necessarily lead to increased 
rates, and that the interest on loans to the Telecommunications Service must be 
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considered in connection with the interest on the loans given to other state busi- 
ness operations. 


Productivity 


In another proposal for greater efficiency the committee urges that the productiv- 
ity within the Telecommunications Service must be increased by 5 percent, and 

that this must be worked into the budget. On this point, too, the two LO repre- 
sentatives and the representatives of the administration dissent. They say that 
it is completely unrealistic to work such a big increase in productivity into the 
budgets. 


The whole committee favors the Telecommunications Service's relying on data tech- 
nique--so-called digital technique--for its telephone exchanges. But here, too, 
there are dissents. The majority want international bidding to be used in order- 
ing exchanges for 500,000 new numbers. The two LO representatives say that the 
capacities of the two existing Norwegian concerns should be used: Elektrisk 
Bureau and Standard Telefon og Kabel. 


Report to the Storting 


Minister of Communications Koppernes said yesterday that the position paper would 
now be the subject of hearings, and she is counting on it that in the course of 
the spring session the government will work out a report to the Storting on the 
basis of the Telecommunications Committee's first position paper. 


The committee will later present a new paper that will deal specifically with the 
continuation of the work on modernizing the existing net. In that paper it is 
also intended to evaluate questions connected with the Telecommunications Serv- 
ice's monopoly position, purchasing policy, data transmission, and image-carrying 
telephones. 


8815 
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SWEDEN 


PLANS ANNOUNCED FOR 1982 TELECOMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENTS 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 22 Dec 81 p 6 
[Article by Erik Liden] 


[Text] Swedish Telephone and Telegraph will install 
telephones on trains between Stockholm and Sundsvoll in 
1982. They will be hooked up to a mobile telephone system 
anc calls will be paid by special credit cards purchased 
in advance. 


This is the same system that was tried ir Uppsala. The cards look like ordinary 
credit cards and can be purchased in denominations of 10 and 30 kronor. 


Credit card telephones were installed throughout the country in 1980. Stockholm 
will have a multi-coin automat in 1982; it will make change for 5 kronor, 1 krona 
and 50 ore. 


The inside cover of the 1982 telephone directory will feature a printed map of the 
various telephone areas. Subscribers have criticized the thin paper map that was 
inserted in the old directory and it will now disappear. 


A new wall phone with buttons instead of a dial will be introduced in 1982. It 
will fit the existing wall mount and will come in various colors. 


The so-called AXE stations with electronic tone selection from numbered buttons 
instead uf impulse signals from the traditional dial phones are continually being 
expanded. Some 500,000 subscruibers had access to button telephones in 1981; 
another 1.5 million subscribers will have that option in 1°82. 


Local Calls More Expensive 
A new rate system will become effective 1 December, 1982. Briefly, it means that 


local calls will be more expensive, 20 ore per 6 minutes, instead of today's 
uniform 20 ore per call. 


There will be a night discount rate after 1800 Swedish time when local calls will 
cost 20 ore per 12 minutes, the same as on Saturday and Sunday. 





Long-distance rates will go up by 25 percent weekday mornings, from 800 to 1200 
Swedish time Monday through Friday, when the network is the busiest. 


The cost of long distance calls will be lowered by 30 percent nights and weekends 
and weekday afternoon rates will remain the same. 


Completely Automatic Anywhere in the World 


Telephone calls to virtually any country in the world will become completely 
automatic in February 1982. Some 80 new countries will then be reached directly 
by private phone. Today, some 48 countries can be reached automatically. 


A new electronic equipment system will serve all who dial 0019 when calling 

abroad. ‘Some 2,500 foreign directories have been computerized and, if the number 
does not appear there, Swedish Telephone and Telegraph will ring the number service 
in the country in question without extra cost. 


Hotel Europa in Goteborg will get a new electronic telephone exchange. All calls 
will be itemized and charged directly to the hotel bill. 


A new mountain radio station will be installed in Norbotten and Vasterbotten 
Provinces. Telephone lines in the Jamtland mountain region will be replaced by a 
chain of modern radio connections. Pole lines will then be dismounted. 
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SWEDEN 


BRIEFS 


INCREASED USE OF CAPTION TV--"Caption-TV has become a new mass medium in Sweden. 
There will be 650,000 sets in Swedish homes at the end of this year," according 

to Per Wallin, director of the Radio Industry's Cooperative Council. "Caption-TV 
began to transmit on a trial basis in 1979 for the benefit of hearing impaired 
persons. However, public interest went far beyond the impaired hearing group. 
Already during the trial period, a large number of consumers bought caption-TV sets. 
About 20,000 sets had been sold at the end of 1980. It is anticipated that sales 
will increase another 45,000 sets in 1981. A special Swedish television editorial 
staff is responsible for news captions and other information. It has developed 
caption program methods that have gained international attention," said director 
Wallin. Just as many Swedes are watching television today as did 2 years ago, 

but they devote a little more time to it, according to public and program research 
by Swedish Radio. Approximately 77 percent of the population between 9 and 79 years 
of age watched TV on an average day in October this year. That is about the same 
percentage as 2 years ago. On the average, people watch television 109 minutes a 
day, which is 3 minutes more than in 1979. The viewing period is longer on Sunday. 
[Text] [Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 20 Dec 81 p 13] 8952 
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